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Re: Bupport of the NOSEs deaft pasture gusdance document

Drear NOSB Members,

I am writing to express full support for the NOSBE's draft guidance document regurding pasture requirements for the
Nagonal Creganie Program. | have the expectation that the USIDA organic seal represents the troe meaning of “organic”
which mcludes pasturing of animals a8 vecpaized by the USDA ol Organse Program Standands.

i request that the NOSB approve the draft pasture guidance document as written incinding: “Ruminant Hvestock
shall graze pasture during the months of the vear when pasture can provide edible forage. The Organic System Plan
shall have the goal of providing grazed feed grealer than 30% drv matfer intake on a daily basis during the growing
seqsen but not less than 120 dovs, The Organic Systerm Plan shall include a Hmeline showing how the producer w ifl
satisty the goaf to meximize the pastare component of total feed used in the farm system.”

Lack of enforcement, on some operations, of the current Rule requirement for the pasturing of ruminants, including
{actating dairy cows, has led 1o the necessity for the mnchusion of the above numerical standards w the guldance
document. Without clear, definitive wording, the inteat of the Rule, with regards w0 pasture, will continue o be
disregarded by some. This wording gives certifiers an explicit minimum amount of grazing intake and minimum
allowable gramng season that will serve as 2 clear-cut tagger/ pade m their cerificanon process.

I firmly believe requinng sigmficant pasture intake for ruminants, as this document promotes, represents a sustainable
agricultural systern, providing multiple benefits to the animals, environment and the consumers of organic products.

Providing cows with access o pasture assures that organic principles are heing met, with an interrelated system between
the animals and the land, wotking from the soil up fo promote an interdependent community. Pasture provides benefits
0 cows that mchude improved foot and leg strength, reduced breeding problems, less stress, lower culling rates, and
enhanced immuizy. Ruminanes with access 1o pasture help ensure an organie produchon system that provides bving
conditions that allow animals to satisfy their namral behavior patterns, provides the animals with preventative health care
benefits, andd fnproves humane animal care and ther welfare,

These benefits are passed down o consumers through more mutrisous milk. A recent study conducied by the Danish
{nstitute of Agricultural Research tested mifk from cows farmed orpanically and found that it was 50% i};gizcz 1 Vitamin
H, 5% hagher m beta carotene and hgher in omeea 3 essentid fatty acids than conventonal malk. This study tied these
gualities o organic cows having room 10 graze and a diet high in fresh grass and clover, and forage

Adlowing cows 1o go o therr feed rather thun bringing feed w0 the cows substantially recheces the use of non-renewable
resources and madm}cw 1"e:qwrcd for feed tma}:ypﬁrmmm and ecological manure recvchng, Responsible acoive

management of quality pasture s an excellent way 0 improve scil g Hmim* Careful management of pastuge ensures
maxsmurm ntilizaton and captuse of solar energy, the basis of growing food.

I support the NOSB pasture guidance document and thank you for inchuding clear, definitive minimums, The standands
for organic farms and food marketed under the USIIA organic seal must not be compromised.

Sincerety,
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